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fact. The property of the Church remains with those who have descended in an unbroken line from the clergy to whom it was originally granted. If our title be disputed, it devolves upon the adversary to establish a prior claim. This the Protestant Dissenter does not attempt to do; and, with respect to the Roman Catholic Dissenters, we know that instead of being descended from the original grantees, their line of succession began at Rome scarcely more than two centuries ago. Nor can they claim on the ground of greater similarity of doctrine. For transubstantiation, the worship of saints and images, half communion, constrained celibacy, &c. the doctrines and practices which distinguish the modern Romanists, were unknown to the Anglo-Saxon Church. Admitting, then, that we may differ in some particulars of practice from our ancestors, yet certainly we do not differ from them so much as the modern Romanists.
ELDERS. Presbyterian sects have supposed that the order of lay-elders, as they denominate some of their officers, is sanctioned by Holy Scripture. It appears certain, however, that the elders mentioned by St. Paul, (J. Tim. v.) did not hold the same office as those irt the Presbyterian sects, but "laboured in the word and doctrine." In this place the Apostle means only ministers, when he directs that double honour should be paid to the elders that rule well, especially those who labour in the word and doctrine my and the distinction does not appear to consist in the order of officers, but in the degree of their diligence, faithfulness, and eminence in laboriously fulfilling their ministerial duties. It is said that Calvin admitted lay-elders into Church courts, on what he conceived to be the sanction of primitive practice, and " as an effectual method of preventing the return of inordinate power in a superior order of clergy.*' To this it is answered by Catholics, that neither the name nor office of lay-elder was ever known to any general or provincial council, or even to any particular Church in the world before the time of Calvin.
ELEMENTS. The materials used in the Sacraments, appointed for that purpose by our LORD HIMSELF. Thus water is the element of Baptism; and bread and wine are the elements of the Eucharist. With respect to the